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ence to the Laws, Independence, Per- 
sonal, Security, Justice, Inheritance, 
Protection, Property, Industry, Na- 
tional Frosperity. Happiness. : 


Religion, Morality, Loyalty, Obedi- 


n, 1 Rebellion, Tm 
Anarchy, Marder, Equality, Madness, 
Cruelty, Injustice, Treachery, Ingra- 
titude, Idleness, Famine, National and 
private Ruin, e 
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FoNsIDERING the ſhortneſs, and the uncertainty 


a means by which we may recover from our f 


EX XXXII. Chap. Book of the Prophet Isa rau, xvii” & xi Ver. 


oth | | 5 a iq 3 PT. 5 ö ä N 3 O * AY 
% The Work of Righteouſneſs, ſhall be Peace; and the effect of Righteouſneſs 
QQuietneſs and Aſſurance for ever. : „ 1 


And my People ſhall dwell in a peaceable Habitation, and in ſure Dwellings: 


and in quiet reſting Places, 


1 3 Fr (FE? . 1 5 + 4 ; , : - k : 1 
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of Human Life, it might naturally be expected, that a 


men .would endeavour to live peaceably and comfortably 
together; mutually © edifying to good works,” and mu- 


high calling“ But alas ! the children of men are not ſufficient- 


ly pure to be thus united, and thus ſteady in the purſuit of 
righteouſneſs; their diſpoſition is ef to all the vices which 
contaminate their nature, and rebell 


ious to every good principle. 
They are continually at variance amongſt themlelves, ſeeking 
after miſchief; and nothing can controul their depravity, an 


tually aſſiſting each other to become worthy of that ſu- 
ture reward which they know to be © the prize of their 


— 


keep their paſſions in ſubjection but the laws of religion and 


5 war | | 


The human heart was not originally corrupt; it was at firſt 


created in perfect innocence, in the expreſs image of God; but 


being left free to make choice of good or evil; it was fatally 
tempted, by the allurements of the Devil to prefer the latter, 


and thereby ſubmitted, not only unto Death, but unto Sin, the 


greateſt enemy to its happineſs, ' All future generations were 


included under the curſe which our firſt parents had incurred; 


and though the great mercy of God has been ay to appoint 
al 


Rill, through this life, be ſubje& to all the infirmities of the fleſh; 
and muſt guard ourſelves not only from our own tranſgreſſions, 
but alſo from the iniquity of all thoſe evil doers who ſurround us 
in the world, | 2 


len ſtate, we muſt. 


B „ 


. po . 
This wickedneſs of man upon the earth has rendered mo» 7 ls” 
ral rewards and puniſhments abſolutely neceſſary for the welfare 5 


and for the very exiſtence of ſociety; and has been the occaſion 

of all the inſtitutions of Civil Government, which, wherever they 
have been aided by religion, have checked the ſpirit of violence, 
have ſupported the weak, and have bound all mankind together, Gf 

by the ſtrong ties of juſtice and benevolence. They have in- „ 


culcated © the work of righteouſneſs, which is et and have „ 

: eee the effect thereof, which is quietneſs and aſſurance Hi f 

from 0 | V | | Tn 
1 


In con dering the words of the text, I F ee the work © ||. 
of righteouſneſs” to mean an obedience to the laws of man ass 
Vell as of God: and ſhall obſerve how great are the bleſſings f 

peace and ſecurity which flow from moral virtue. I ſhall point 
out the great neceſſity of a general chain of ſubordination, and || 
of a reverence for all lawful authority, as being the only means of „ 
forming the ſlability and the proſperity of any ſociety ;—ard || 
laſtly, I ſhall remind you of ſome of the many peculiar and moſt . . 
valuable advantages which we enjoy in this favored land; be- © || 
. Teeching you to praiſe God for all that He hath done unto us, . 
and to endeavour to deſerve: a long continuance of theſe His Al; 


1 


q 4 


W . -. JVC VU 
Religion is undoubtedly the firſt duty of mankind; it leads us 
to the true end of our Ne and overcomes all the luſts of 
the fleſh; and therefore had it a ſufficient influence upon our 
minds, there would be but little occaſion for any ether incite- 
ment to the practice of virtue. The man who fears God with 
all his heart, and loves Him with all his ſoul, has no need of any 
human obligation to do good to his neighbour ; he forms his 
conduct upon his knowledge of the Divine Will, and he endea- 
vours to act as he thinks is moſt conſiſtent with it. But, even 
when ſupported and brought to remembrance by the fixed las 
of lociety, how ſeldom does our piety become ſufficiently ſtrong 
to have much effect upon our lives; and how much do weneg- 
left the ordonances of God, notwithſtanding every inducement 
to attend to them, and to pay homage to His ſervice: What 
then could be expected were there no religious eſtabliſhment, 


7p and no earthly call to repentance? In all probability, the very 
remembrance of God would ſoon be wholly loſt, His deelara- 


tion would be forgotten, and no regard would be paid to any of 
His commands. 5 . 


. 


. 
15 2 


3. 


0H 


mitted the temptations of ſenſuality to have ſufficient ſtrength to 
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The Almighty does not indeed ſtand-in need of any afſiſidhce 
ſrom | worldly wiſdom; but He has appointed that His authority 
ſhall be ſupported by temporal laws. He has given us light, 


but he has left us capable of preferring darkneſs, and has Per- 


® 


# 


draw us aſide from the paths of virtue. V 
I he ſear of His wrath, and the hope of His promiſes, are cer- 


©. tainlygto; a thinking mind, the. higheſt of all inducements to the 


practiſe of righteouſneſs; yet have they too oſten but little effect 
in ſtopping che progrels of ſin, when a dread of immediate pu- 
niſhment to the body has deterred even the molt wicked from 
their offences, and has ſo opened their mind to the influence of 
religion as to have reclaimed them from their evil courſe. 
Ihe reaſon of this ſeems to be; that the denunciations of God 5 
are future, and require faith to believe them; whilſt preſent 


Puniſhment is viſible, and is impreſſed more ſtrongly upon the 
mind, by daily examples. VVV . 
The Righteouſneſs” which is of God, is the moſteffeQual 
means of enſuring peace and tranquillity i He has declared that 
thoſe who follow after it ſhall dwell ſafe y * in ſute habitations,” 
and ſhall be bleſſed with the protectiot of His holy arm; for 


in all his commandments. If we have not the Lord for our 
God, how: ſhould we. proſper in any of our ways? But his 
ſtrength is our ſhield and buckler, and under the Badow 0 Bis 
wing ſhall we be ſafe till all danger paſſes over; _ 
The righteouſneſs, or the moral virtue of an obedience to 
the laws of ſociety, is the next to, and indeed a prineipal part of 
our obedience to the laws of God: The efte& of it is alſo 
* quietneſs and aſſurance for ever; and through it ſhall the 
people dwell in peaceable habitations, and in ſure dwellings, 
* and in quiet reſting places.“ The things of this world are 
not to be compared with our hopes of another; but our preſent 
rational happinels, ſo far from interfering with thoſe hopes, leads 
us to a better preparation, and to a more thankful ſtate of mind; 
and therefore it is not only allowable, but it is alfo our proper 
buſineſs to cultivate it to the utmoſt of our power, to enjoy the 
benefits which God hath beſtowed upon us with the ſentiments 
of the moſt humble gratitude, and to fulfil the precepts of Chriſti» 
anity by our benevolent kindneſs to all our brethern. . 
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This peaceful contentment, this mutual love and good will, 
can only take place and flouriſh. under the protection of thoſe 
labs which human wildom has found it expedient to ordain; n 

under the influence of that encouagement which they hole 
forth to good actions and that diſapprobation which they beſtow # |}. 
upon bad Ones. | 5 „ MEE 5 : 5 {i Bo ye, 1 
Ik, even under the ſtricteſt checks of morality, we ſtill expe- 
rience ſo. many miſeries from envy, malice, fraud, injuſtice, and 25 
oppreſſion, What muſt be our ſituation were vice | triumphant, | jp 
aancd under no controul? If the utmolt ſeverity of e wee „„ 

is ſo oſten inſufficient to deter the wicked, how horribly would = BY 
they rage in the free exerciſe of their villainy? how _ would 
become victims to. their depravity? and how few would have 


any chance of eſcaping out of their hñAnd 
In a ſlate of nature, that is, in a ſtate of unreſtrained liberty, 
where every man's will would be the only law of his actions, 
murder muſt ſoon decide every trivial diſpute ; the ſword would: „ 
be the only judge, and none but the ſtrongeſt could long ſur- i. 
vive. As it was before the flood; the wickedneſs of man would | 
he great in the earth, and every thought of his heart only evil 
& continually.;—the earth would be filled with violence, and 
would become corrupt before God.“ %%% EH. 
But the laws of ſociety have appointed a remedy for all theſe 
dreadſul evils. They have er the weak and 45 ſtrong, the 
cralty and the ſimple, upon a more equal footing; and have 
made virtue generally to take place of vice, notwithſtanding 
every impediment, They have comforted: the ble heard 
they have given ſecurity to the righteous, and they are a conſtant 
terror to the workers of iniquity. How chearfully then ought 
1 good men to pay obedience to ordinances which are of fo much 
| conſequence to their tranquillty? How much ſhould they in- 
culcate, ang by their own example recommend a due ſubordi- \ 
nation, and a reverence for ſuch beneficial inſtitutions, Con- | 
ſidering how much may be loſt, how little can be gained by the 
deſtruction: of this bulwark to real ma they ſhould ever | 
ſupport the due execution of what they know to be the only 
means of public or private happineſs ; and they ſhould endeavour 
to check that licentiouſnels and depravity which undermines all 
good principles, and forfeits the favour of Heaven * 


* 
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Wherever 


muſt be, various gradations of power, various g 


al- wiſe Creator. 


© need of you, fo cannot one patt of ſociety ſay ie eie, 

ye are of no uſe, I could do better without you: "IF the hole 1 

ment and reward ? If all mankind were maſters, how would 
to become * the hewers of 'wood,” and the drawers of water ? 


rive ſupport: 


% 


will be e according to his deſerts. 


trict laws of juſtice, 


are neceſſary to the rich, and are upon the whole equally happy: 
the rich are as neceſſary to the pobr, and have many ſources of 


the bleſſings of peace 'a 4 le | —ONHTUUOT ner 
tyrannical nor licentious; holding forth equal protection o 
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* Wherever a nation has been eſtabliſhed, wherever the bleſſings - ; 


of any ciyil ſociety eFift, there ever has been, and there wer 
2 a we » in 5 A'% es ; 

| ; radations of pro- : 

perty, and, various 2 yhich work together fer de 

good of the whole; and are the"undoubted appointment of our, 
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of them all. As e the eye cannot ſay to the hand; 1 have 10 
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to the feet, I have 1 
ocrety ſay to another,” 


55 


political boch 'wete an eye, odere were the hearing?” icke 
whole were hearing, where were the ſmelling? g 
Ik all mankind were reduced'to the common drudgery of life, 


F Fi ; 3 3 F ELD av "of : : . . . > : 5 
from whence would come employment, protection, encoura ge-" 


they exiſt without attending to the cultivation of the earth, 


* 


which has been curſed upon bur account? Who would ſubmit 


Who would “ go forth to their work and to their labour until a 

«the os; or from whence could old age and fickneſs de- 
In ſhort, the children of men maſt all be depen- 

dent upon each other. The poor are ever in the world; they 


unealineſs unknown to thoſe below them. For mutual aſſiſtance 
hath God created all men upon earth. He hath allotted chem 
their different talents; and Vhoever does not properly diſcharge” | 1 
the duties of that ſtation Which has been aſſigned to bim, will I 
hercaftor be called to à ſtrict account for his miſconduct, anld 4 
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The laws of ſociety: bons thus abſolätel) neceſſary to con- 5 
troul the corruption of 0 r nature, and to enable us to par- — 
take of temporal happineſs,” let us, particularly at this / preſent 


time, conſider the excellence of that Conſtitution under which 


God has been gracioully pleaſed ſo lese to perm us toenjoy 
f peace "and ſecurity; A Conflitution nexther. _ 
every individual member; giving full liberty to every good 
cn ang. only as | tor general benefit, according tc he 
Conſtitution. which beholds all her 
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children with equal affection, and is too partial to none; for as 
« as to be above the law, and no man is ſo low as not to be within. - 
f.. A ß eos FG 
No human inſtitution can be expected to be entirely perfect. 
Error is a part of our nature, and error will always be found in 
our very beſt deſigns; But our form of Government ſeems to 
have no other faults but ſuch as muſt ariſe from that ſource; it 
is ſounded upon the experience and the wildom of many ages; 
and it is daily improved by ſuch amendments and alterations in 
its laws as appear molt to tend to the public advantage. That 
there are many individual ſufferings and miſeries, is not the fault 
olf the Legiſlature, but the lot of human nature. There muſt - 
ever be opportunities for the exerciſe of charity and benevolence, 
of patience and reſignation. The many excellent public inſtitu- 
tions for the relief of almoſt every neceſſity, are a fall proof that. 
the former virtues are not wholly neglected; but left fuch volun+ 
tary aſſiſtance 5 oh prove inſufficient; the laws have provided 
an effectual remedy in their care for the poor, the needy, and 
te GeNnarte: - |. jj LT EW 
That the public burdens of the country have enhanced the price 
of all the neceſſaries of liſe, is a circumſtance, much to be la 
' mented, but not to be avoided. Whenever we confider the 
purpoſes for which our debt has been incurred, whenever we 
3 the neceſſity of ſtill defending ourſelves from the envy, 
the malice, and the rapacity of our external enemies, we ſhalk 
ſurely feel no reluctance in e with whatever portion of 
our property it may be neceſſary to contribute towards national 
protection; ſince, independent of every honourable motive, it 
15 lurely better to give even nine parts to ſecure the tenth, than 
to run a probable ilk of being deſpoiled of the whole, 
In ſeriptural language it may be ſaid, We ell every 
man under our own, fig-tree, and under out own vine. — 
Whatever our property may be, whether ſmall or great, We 
Know that it is our own; we, know that no man can take t 
from us but under the riſk of death, and we have therefore 
_ every motive to become active, induſtrious, and obetjent —; 


In this happy country we do moſt literally live in peateable 


has been lately moſt juftly obſerved,“ « no man is here ſo —_— . 


*; habitations and ſure dwellings.” We hear of no rumpurs of 
* a EW F 1 EY „„ 78 4 © SIE 
Lee Judge Aſhhurſt's moſt excellent Charge delivered to the Gran&Jury for 
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| warbutatadiſtance;-our.inſular ſituation guards us fromall its. 
greatelt horrors; frompillage, from deſolation, from fire, the Werk 
aA nc the battle. Thole dreadful civil contentions which former 
JJ ged the land with blood, have now long ceaſed, and are 
allmoſt forgotten in the lapſe of time. Our climate is more tem- 
pPerate than that of any other part of the world; we reap bo „„ 
. Fruts en ſeaſon; our. flocks and our herds feed _. © #8 
Vuoith ſafety. in our fields, and commerce pours her riches into ! 
|  . our ports. .*, Happy are the people that are in fuck a cale; , 
yea happy is that, people who have the. Lord for their Sog? 
. if any thing can make us more ſenſible of our national proſ. ©» 
Perity, it mult be the obſervation, the contraſt. Of thoſe horrwtle 
ee.uils which now rage in a neighbouring country, and ſeem 
ccgually to divide the deſtruflion of the inhabitants between 0 2 
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mine and the ſword. As Iſaiah ſaith, © they have deſtroyed the 
Judge and the; Prophet; the prudent; and the ancient; e 
b & honourable man, and the Councellor, and the cunning artificer. = 
The people are oppreſſed every one by . another, and every 8 
one by his neighbour... The child behaveth himſelf proudly 3 

_ © againſt the ancient, and the baſe againſt the honourable.” AI! 
ſubordination is there at an end and every ſocial tie is diflalved: 7 
Ihe ſon is at variance againſt his father; the daughter againſt. 

« her mother; the brother delivereth up the brother unto death, = 
and a man's greateſt foes are they of his own houſhold,” 7 
4 s muſt naturally be expected when the human heart is pulfed 7 

| up with pride, religion is deſpiſed ; the Altar, of God is defiled 
| and broken down, and Atheiſm is riſen upon its ruins. They have 


put their hand unto all wickedvels, and they may now boaſtingly : 


* * 


| exclaim that they neither fear God nor mn MY 
Humanity muſt mudder at the thought of the exceſſes which 8 
Have been committed; muſt weep for the fate of thoſe who have 
innocently become victims to brutality, and muſt wiſh to dra, = 
a veil over the remembrance of to great iniquity. It is not Aa 
fit ſubject for the conſideration of this place, otherwiſe than as a 
leſſon carefully to avoid every tranſgreſſion which leads to woe, * 
and to reflect how true it is that the progreſs © of ſtrife is as the 
letting out of water; the firſt beginning is hardly perceptible, . 
and may be eaſily ſtopped; but as the ſtream grows larger, and 
the banks are broken down, it becomes an irriſiſtable torrent, 
"ind tyeeps all dere it... 
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tion with our 0 No; the g. 
y, its proſperity convfts, and will ever 


knows wherein its fafet 


hood, honour the King 
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2 under him, for the pumihment of evil doers, and for the 


